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State Director T P Rolaro 1o '
Bureau of Land Management \w g
2800 Cottage Way, Room. E-2841 afdagﬁfgy
Bagramento, CA 95825
Re: Atlas Asbestos Mine Site /7;/’§?

Property Owned by Bureau of Land Management
Coalinga, California

Dear Mr. Hastey:

1 would like to express my appreciation for you and your
staff taking the time to mest with John Wise and EPA staff
on August 31. The meeting was very informative for hoth
BLM and EPA,

As we discussed, the Atlas Asbestos Mine (located near
Coalinga, California) has been designated as a Superfund site
hy the U.8. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) under the
Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability
Act of 1980, 42 U.5.C, 9601 et, seg. (CERCLA). This letter
informe you about the Superfund process in general, EPA's
actions at the Atlas Ashestos mine, and BLM's status as a
responsible pariy.

" process is implemented. Flirst, the site is thoroughly investigated
In order to guantify the amount of hazardous material at the
$ite and to quantify the risk that the material poses ta the
community. Activities which eliminate or minimize the rigk

_Onece an ares ls designated a Superfund. site, the £0llowlag. . irrm

O e idenctitied at that Cime. Snks activity 15 called

the Remedial Investigation/Feasibility Study (RI/FS), After

the RI/FS is compleled, EPA will decide which cleanup remedy ls
needed. Once the cleanup romedy has been chusen, it is designed
and implemented. The ontire process may take aeveral years,

so if an immediate health threat isg discovaered, eomergency
ragponse actions can aleo be taken to oliminste or minimize

the thresat.
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EPA iz ourrently conducting the RI/PS at the Atlas Aszbesbos
site pursuant to Becilon 104 of CERCLA, and wlll continue
such sotivitles unlees wo detevrmine Lhat a rebponaibie
party will proparly conduct he study in 2 senney consletent
with the Natlonal Contipngency Plan {Tisle 40¢, Cods of Federal
Ragulations, Part 300) and Boa's RI/FE guldances,

Reaponsible partles under CERCELA include current and
past land owners and operators, as well ag persons who yenerate
the hazardous substances or wers invelved in their transport,
treatment, or disposel, Baped on public records goncorning
ownership of the sits, EPA helieves that BLM may be a responsible
party. More specifically, bthase records ghow that the Bureay
of Land Management owns the Atlas Asbestos slia.

Under Section 106(a) and 107{a) of CERCLA, responzible
parties may be raquired to lmplement a0y heeded rasponsa
to a releass ov threatensd release of a hazardous substance
to the enviromment, and be may llsble for expenditures for
irvestination, pleanning, claanup of the site, and enforcemsnt,
With the reauvthorization and amendmant of CERCLA on Qocobep
17, 1986, these requiremsnts have baken on new mignificance.
Fov the fivat time, lv is esplicltly clear that Faderal
Agenciez are required to implement CERCLA programe at all HNEL
sitern in a manner consistent with all Zpp guildelines, rules,
regulations and criteria {zee CERCLA Saction 120). By this
letber, EFA noblfiss BLM of potential liability with regacd
te this matter and encourages BIM to assist EPFA in underiakiog
the RI/PE and prepave for undertaking clsanup activitias
which will be overseen by EPA,

EPA has determined that a reoleage of hazardous substances,
a8 defiined by Section L01{14) of CERCLA, has oceurred ak the
Atlas facility. At the present time, agheutos, chromium, and
other metals have been found in soill, air and surface water

samples &t the slte. The site hee been ldentlfied as
probable g ey Sy g s R ‘ ;

T foh

Aguasdustend as a sourcee of amhlent asbestor in air sanples
taken near the site and in the town of Coalinga. Az a result
of such contamination, users of surface waters of Los Gatos
Creek, Callfornia Aqueduct users, reagldents of Coalinga,
Huron and Avenol and wildlife {a the area may potentially be
expoged to the contaminants in levels harmful to human health
or the snviromment., In addition, the potential exists for
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direct public exposure Lo highly contaminated solls andfoc
surface waters in ungecursd aress of the slts.

EER ls now considering further rosponse &ctions in the areg.
This letter invites BLM to partlelpate in these activities by
paainting FPA. Studies whioh mugk be condusted to sdirsss
the sltuation at the Atlas Aabastos slte inolude:

1. Yurther iavestigations to idencify the local
meterological and geological charscoteristleos and
to define the nature and extent of soil, air and
surface water contamination at the elee; and,

2. Feaslbllity studies to evaluate posaible remedial
actions Lo remove or contain hazardous Bubstancen,
pollutanta, and conbaminanis at the =mite,

During and/oy after complotion of the above studlies, BLM
may be asked to undertake, or may be liable for, implemnentation
of gorrective measures necessary to protect the public health,
welfare, or the snvironmsnt., Such messures may include, but aes
not limlted tos

1. Diverting streams svound the wining overburden and
tallings piles to reduce erosion:

2«  Designing and implementing the EPA-approved
final remedy; and

3. Providing any monitoring and malntenance
necessary after remedlal measures are com-
pleted,

Tn additlon, ERA would liks e discuss havivg BLM Luplement
Taterim corvective measurss to secure the site in order to

prevent any contact with any hazardous substances that may be

prestrtat the gite, Specifically, EFA would like BLH to

ingtall at least a 6-foot high locked pipe panel gate across
all access roads, set deep in soncrete during November, 1987,
To further reduce the potentlisl for unauthorlized peoplie Lo
galn access to the sits, slygns should be posted =n the raoad
Teading tn the site that giva o warning of Yhe asbasles wasle
per EPA'as specificatlons. 'These signs should be at Least 4 by
3 feet in slwe and ehould be in Bnglish ang Apanish,



OCT 15 787 13:31 BLM CR 468-4715 : PS5

4
o

o e

As we discussed, EPA would like to mast ragarding thesze
isgues with you or your staff so that EPA #md BLM can have a
mitual understanding of how BILM will participate in fubure
investigations and cleanup activitlies., A commi trment Lo
remaln consistent with EPA RI/FS guidances and policles muast
be mede through an interagency agrecment. Do that end, iy
gtaff will be msending vou a draft interagenﬁyﬂgggggmggg in
Qetober. e T

We would appreciabe & response, in writing, within 20
calendar days from receipt of thig lotter, indicating BLM's
willingnesa to partieipate in the RI/FS.  EPA may later
invite BLM to undertake the design and lmplementation of the
selected remedy upon our completion of the RI/FS,

In your letter, pleasme indicate the appropriate BLM
Project Manager name, address, and telephons number for
fucrther contact. Your latter should bo sont tad

Jennlfer Dacker

Toxlcs and Waste Management Division
Mail Code T-4-3

U.8, BPA, Region 9

215 Fremont Strest

Ban Francisco, CA 94105

Tn addition to this notification, EPA would like to obtaln
cartalin information from you te assist um in the RI/FS.
Wo ape intsvssled Lo auy laformavion cher you have on the
following:

1. The totsl volume of asbegtos, in guble meters, and
the methods ueed to generate, Fuore, uwreat, digpose
of, or ¢therwise handle the asbestos, and when and
where Lhis activiky onanrred, Plssve deseribo
locations asm precls agibles Co

activitian, spaclfiyv where on the site kb f i

took place. Thie information should inglude, but

not be limited to, iluformation pertaining to ponds,
tanks or other units which were higsvorically used to
8tore or dispose of hazardous substances but which

no longar exist, and information, in¢luding correapan-~
dance hetween BLM, tho Ablao Asbeamtes Company w

other parties, pevtaining te any wsstes which were

Or are how belng discharged from the mine Lacility
inte & Pouod we obler areas withln coe agijacent
property.
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2. Any photographs, maps, or dlagrams, regardless of
thelr date, which are in the possession of BLM or
any of its divislons or contractors, wihlch show Lhe
mine facility, adjacent sveas of the nelghboring
mill, drainage patterns, or areas on which hazardous
substunces have heen ov may bs located including
transportation to off-alite arsas.

3. The ldentity of any other person or paraons, ag
defined in CERCLA Ssctlon 161(21), who you balisve
may have any information, documents, or other malerials
addresged in the preceeding thres paragraphs, end a
brief descriptlon of the information you beoliave
they may have.

In responding to the above regusst, pleasse describe the
types of records that were melntalned by BLM, including the
date of the records, the suthor of the records, the current
location of the wecords, and the current custodian and xll
efforts that were taken to identlfy these records. I, in
responding to the above request, informatlon was obtalned through
amployee interviews, indicate so in your lettev and provide
the names of the employees Interviewad. We would apprsciate
receiving your response to this request for additional information
ag goon as poselble, but within 30 days wonld be very helpful
Lo um. s

We Jook foward o working closely with the BLM staff
in the future, Should you have any guestions regarding the
site or this letter, please feel free Lo contact Jennifer
Decker, the Remedial Froject Manager,; at (415) 974-816) or
myaelf at (415) 974=«7460,

Sinceraly,

P ) dlmcr
o P
&

Jaff Zelikson

Acting Direckor

Toxles & Waste Management Division
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John Wise, Deputy ®eglonal Bdministrator

Jan Wactor, Office of Regional Counsel, EPA Reglon 9
Jennifer Deckar, Remedisl Project Managoer, BFA Reglon §
Divector, Qffice of Westa Programs Enforcemsnt, BERL
Jeanine Jonesg, Californla Departwent of Realth Services
Gary Carozia, Freano County Health Department/APUD
Lonnte Wass, Regionsl Water Quality Control Roppd
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